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What Is The Significance of the Hem of the Garment? 
By Melanie Stone 
 
 
People wanted to touch the hem of Jesus’ garment, believing they could be healed. We see this 
action taking place at least twice in the Gospels. One time is found in Mark 6:53-56 where a 
crowd of people reached for the hem, and as many as touched the hem were made perfectly 
well or whole. A second time is the woman with the issue of blood found in Mark 5:24-24 
(Matthew 9:2—22; Luke 8:43-48).  
 
The hem of His garment was more than a simple hem. The hem described the fringes of the 
garment. Jewish males wore an outer garment that had tassels sown in at the corners. The 
tassels were made with 613 strings and knots as a representation of the 613 admonitions of 
Moses. There was also blue thread in the tassel, a symbol of the Holy Spirit seen in creation, 
both in the blue sky and in the blue sea. These tassels represented more than rules; they 
represented covenant. When the person would walk, the tassels would swing against the body, 
a continual reminder of their relationship and covenant with God.  
 
We can read about these tassels in Numbers 15:37-41. The Jews were given very specific 
instruction for the design and purpose for the tassels.  
 
 
HEALING IN HIS WINGS 
 
The Hebrew word for wings is kanoph #3671, meaning the edge or fringe of a garment, like a 
feather, a wing. When people reached for the tassels on Jesus’ garment, they may have also 
recognized Malachi 4:2 that says:  
 
 “But to you who fear My name the Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings.” 
 
The anointing has been known to be tangible and transferred through fabric, as seen in the 
handkerchiefs and aprons (Acts 19:12). The anointing was also said to fall down from Aaron’s 
head to the edges of his garment (Psalm 133:2). There was obviously a healing anointing in 
Jesus’ garments, specifically the tassels on the corners, or edge, of his clothing.  
 
 
UNDER HIS WINGS 
 
Another example is found in Ruth 3:8-9 in the phrase “take me under your wing.” That phrase 
can also mean, “Spread the corner of your garment over me.” To have that garment over Ruth 
also meant she was coming under his authority. He redeemed her. It was also symbolic of 
marriage, being covered by the authority of a husband.  
 
 
SAUL’S ROBE 
 
In I Samuel 24, we see that David struggled with shame for cutting off the corner of Saul’s robe, 
most like the tassel, which was symbolic of Saul’s authority.  
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THE WOMAN WITH THE ISSUE OF BLOOD  
 
The word for hem in the Greek is kraspedon (#2899), meaning border or fringe. 
 
1. She was physically ill.  
 

Twelve years of bleeding would most likely cause anemia. This would cause weakness, 
light-headedness, fainting. The bleeding and anemia could also cause fatigue, 
sleeplessness. Because of low red blood cell count, the oxygen doesn’t meet the needs 
of the body, so it can cause shortness of breath and a rapid heartbeat. Fingernails can 
become brittle and curve upward, and the skin turns pale. Also, because of less oxygen 
being sent to the brain, people can experience insomnia and restless leg syndrome, 
causing difficulty falling asleep and staying asleep. There are leg cramps due to 
decreased blood supply. There is difficulty exerting oneself. There are also strange 
cravings due to the body trying new things to get the nutrients it is lacking. There is also 
a toll on the mental and emotional side of life with feelings of helplessness, weakness, 
vulnerability.  
 
I was anemic at one point in my life due to either a polyp or fibroid in my uterus. I 
experienced all these symptoms that I described, but only for 12 weeks. I cannot 
imagine 12 years. I was unable to do simple tasks, like shopping, on my own. It was 
debilitating. This woman may have had a similar problem to mine, or it could have been 
a type of cancer or other disease. Whatever the cause, she was desperate for healing.  
 

 
2. She was considered untouchable 
 

Blood is used to purify. It is our life. When a woman bleeds, her body is trying to clean 
something out. Under the old covenant, anyone bleeding was considered impure, going 
through a cleansing process, and was not to be around other people.  

 
 
3.  She was getting worse.  
 

Doctors tried to help her, but they couldn’t. Her health was worsening.  
 
 
4. She spent all her money.  
 

Medical costs are never cheap. All her money was gone, and now she was living in 
poverty.  

 
 
5. She was a believing Jew.  
 

She most likely prayed about this situation. She also saw Jesus as her answer, possibly 
even as her Messiah.  

 
Let’s be reminded of the authority and anointing found in Christ and God’s Word, to be 
submitted, to come under, His headship, and find all we need in dependency to Him.  
 


